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In the Intercollegian for December, ioio, Mr. Thornton B. Penfield, 
secretary, for theological schools, of the International Committee of the 
Young Men's Christian Association, presents the results of some careful 
study of the statistics of the attendance upon Protestant theological 
seminaries in the United States. He states, what will be confirmed by 
the experience of anyone who is engaged in a similar task, that accurate 
figures are extremely difficult, indeed practically impossible, to obtain. 
He believes, however, that the tables show the essential facts. Two of 
these tables we reprint below. 

PROTESTANT THEOLOGICAL STUDENTS IN THE UNITED STATES 




Denomination 


No. OF 
Seminaries 


1908-1009 


1000-1910 


Men 


Women 


Men 


Women 


Baptist 

Christian 

Congregational 

Episcopal 

Lutheran 

Methodist 

Presbyterian 

Reformed 

Others 


20 
10 
10 
16 

24 
22 

23 
6 

13 


1,568 

597 

487 

418 

1,090 

1,194 

1,076 

160 

599 


I50 
59 
19 

37 
14 

28 


1,665 

675 

5IO 

424 

1,199 

1,188 

1,161 

181 

584 


164 

63 
10 

1 

36 
9 

29 


Total 


144 


7,189 


3°7 


7,587 


312 



140 
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Meantime, independently of Mr. Penfield, the editors of the Biblical 
World have been gathering statistics, supplementing similar efforts made 
in previous years. While Mr. Penfield's investigations have covered all 
the theological seminaries of the country, the editors of the Biblical 
World have confined theirs to the schools which are organized and con- 
ducted especially for college graduates. It is, of course, impossible to 
draw any absolute line between schools on this basis; for, while there are 
a few schools that receive only college graduates, and many schools have 
practically no college graduates, there is a large middle class which differ 
one from another only in the proportion of the two classes which they 
contain. It is, moreover, impossible to obtain perfectly accurate statistics. 
Nevertheless it is possible fairly well to place in one group the schools in 
which a large fraction of the students, at least, are college graduates, 
and whose curriculum is intended for such, and another group those 
which have few or no college graduates, and the figures as a whole tell 
an unambiguous story. Of the 144 schools included by Mr. Penfield in 
his tables, approximately forty per cent may be counted, roughly, as 
graduate theological schools. The following tables include results of 
the study of the statistics of 56 schools of this class. Two columns 
are given for 1910-11, because the figures for the preceding years cover- 
ing the entire registration, fair comparison requires that beside the actual 
registration of the autumn months there should be added also a fair 
estimate of the registration for the year. The figures in the last column 
are conservatively based on estimates furnished by each school for 
itself. Of the four schools included in the eighth group three are also 
included in previous groups. 

STATISTICS OF STUDENT ATTENDANCE AT GRADUATE THEOLOGICAL 
SCHOOLS IN THE UNITED STATES, 1879-80 TO 1910-n 



Schools 

1. Presbyterian 

2. Reformed, Reformed 

Presbyterian, and 
United Presby- 
terian 

3. Lutheran 

4. Congregational 

5. Baptist 

6. Methodist 

7. Episcopalian 

8. Undenominational, 

or with inter-de- 
_ k nominational con- 
stituency 

Total 



No. 



1870- 
80 



US 
269 

308 
358 

250 
249 



287 



56 2,140 



1884- 

85 



IS8 
40s 
334 
366 
278 
176 



284 



2,328 



1889- 
90 



783 



236 
469 
477 
Si* 
459 
234 



1894- 
95 



314 
621 
502 
731 
483 
291 



461 



4,067 



1899- 
1900 



863 



256 
605 
332 
729 
45° 
264 



1904- 

5 



796 



205 
57<) 
338 
632 
595 
237 



1905- 
6 



778 



223 
531 
316 
668 
63S 
243 



416 



1906- 

7 



766 



239 
57o 
310 
669 
602 
251 



796 



218 
587 
318 
657 
660 
236 



789 



211 
625 

344 
721 
735 
254 



807 



205 
694 
372 
717 
691 
278 



444 






886 



208 
740 

358 
664 

629 
276 



459 



3,815 3,813 3,960 



899 



208 
746 
372 
7 25 
671 
287 



403 
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A comparison of Mr. Penfield's tables with our own yields the follow- 
ing results: 

COMPARATIVE STATISTICS OF MEN IN GRADUATE AND 
NON-GRADUATE THEOLOGICAL SCHOOLS 



1879-80 

1884-85 

1889-90 

1894-95 

1899-1900 

1904-5 

1905-6 

1906-7 

1907-8 

1908-9 

1909-10 

1910-11 (autumn) 

1910-11 (estimated)... 



All Schools 

(co. 144) 

Penfield's 

Figures 



4,953 
5.321 
6,029 
6,616 
5,975 
5,699 
5,935 
6,194 
6,664 
7,189 
7,587 



Graduate 

Schools 

(co. 56) 

Our Figures 



2,140 
2,328 
3,202 
4,067 
3,527 
3,422 
3,435 
3,444 
3,507 
3,713 
3,8i5 
3,8i3 
3,960 



Non-Graduate 

Schools 

(co. 88) 

Difference 



2,8l3 
2,993 
2,827 

2,549 
2,474 
2,277 
2,500 
2,750 
3,157 
3,465 
3,772 



It will be noticed that Mr. Penfield's figures in the first column are 
for men only. Those in the second column being for graduate schools 
represent chiefly men. Our sources of information do not enable us to 
state exactly how many women are in these schools. Whatever that 
number is should probably be eliminated by so much reducing the 
number of men in graduate schools and increasing the number in non- 
graduate schools. 

Some comments are made upon these figures in our editorial article. 



